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At Staffordshire University we
prepare our graduates for life
beyond our four walls.

Professor Michael Gunn

Our close links with business and
industry continually influence our
courses, our teaching, and even
our idea of what a successful
graduate should be.
It’s an approach that’s earned
us a reputation for producing
individuals who can truly
contribute to the work place.
And in times like these, a
reputation like this is important.
The Staffordshire Graduate is our
pledge that every Staffordshire
student will graduate with
real-world skills and attributes
beyond academic knowledge.
To employers we promise
graduates who will meet
the requirements for any
graduate-level job.
And to students, we promise a
set of skills and a degree that
prospective employers will value
and respect.
To read about our Staffordshire
Graduate commitment in full,
visit staffs.ac.uk/promise

Vice-Chancellor and Chief Executive
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What’s new at Staffordshire University

A look at three of the UK’s most innovative courses

The Students’ Union – plus sport, clubs and media

Why students make an exhibition of themselves

A Q&A with two flourishing Staffordshire alumni

Live happily ever after in student accommodation

Out tonight? The social scene on and off campus

How to make sure you’re on top of your finances

Welcome Week is coming. Here’s what to do and when

A chat with Olympic champion and Staffordshire
Graduate Andrew Triggs Hodge

Welcome
to In Touch
– a special
magazine
introduction to
Staffordshire
University.
We believe
our university
is unique.
Come to
Staffordshire
and you
won’t just
be studying for a degree; you’ll
also be developing the vital skills
of employability, enterprise and
entrepreneurship. As a Staffordshire
Graduate, you’ll stand out from the
crowd – and you don’t have to take my
word for that. In these pages you’ll hear
from current and former students
who are making an impact
in every walk of life, from
graphic design to Formula
One.
Of course, there’s more to
student life than studying.
Our campuses are
friendly, lively places
with an enviable range
of entertainment and
activities on offer, and
you’ll read about some of them here.
We have also tried to answer some of
the more frequently asked questions
about finance, accommodation and
the application process.
We look forward to welcoming
you as a Staffordshire student,
and guiding you along the path
to becoming a Staffordshire
Graduate.
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LORD SUGAR FIRES UP
YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS

the buzz

Schoolchildren
across Britain are
getting a valuable
grounding in
business and
entrepreneurship,
thanks to a couple
of Staffordshire
graduates – and with
a little help from
Lord Sugar.
The National
Enterprise Challenge,
supported by
Staffordshire
University, is
a nationwide
competition to
find the UK’s most
enterprising school, teacher and
pupils. It’s the brainchild of Ben
and Michael Dyer, who both studied
at the Business School on the
Stoke campus.
Now Lord Sugar, star of The
Apprentice on BBC One, has
thrown his weight behind the
initiative, and was a keynote

WHAT’S NEW AT STAFFS UNI

THE
APPLIANCE
OF SCIENCE

Science and high-tech industries will provide one in four new
British jobs over the coming years – and Staffordshire University
is making sure that many of these roles will be filled by its own
talented graduates.
The University is providing
a world-class working
environment and facilities
for STEM students (science,
technology, engineering and
maths). Last year saw the
completion of the £30m Science
Centre on the Stoke-on-Trent
campus, with the building
formally opened by Staffordshire
graduate and two-time Olympic
gold medallist in rowing Andrew
Triggs Hodge.
With its brushed aluminium
and glass exterior, the Science
Centre is a spectacular building.
But it’s what’s inside that
counts, and it boasts state-ofthe-art laboratories and lecture
theatres, a well-equipped IT suite
and a learning resource centre.

The development has allowed
all of the University’s STEM
courses to be located on the
Stoke campus, with Engineering
students moving from Stafford to
the new hub. And their future has
never been brighter, according to
research commissioned by the
University. There will be 140,000
new jobs in the sector by 2017,
with STEM-related occupations
providing 7.1% of all UK jobs.
It all means that Staffordshire
graduates will benefit from
better employment prospects
and higher starting salaries.
And the investment in STEM is
continuing in 2013/14, with a £4m
injection of funds into the School
of Engineering.

CLIMB EVERY MOUNTAIN

For Advertising students,
presenting creative ideas soon
becomes second nature. So why not
make it more difficult – perhaps by
doing it at the top of a mountain,
after a gruelling uphill climb?
That was the challenge set this June,
when members of the BA (Hons) in
Advertising and Brand Management
raced 1,085m up Snowdon, the highest
mountain in England and Wales. Each
student team was given a creative

>> WHERE CAN YOUR STAFFORDSHIRE UNIVERSITY DEGREE TAKE YOU?
...to screens across
the world. The video
partnership formed
by recent graduates
Gary Carse and
Dan Waterman has
already worked on
films for the Prodigy,
dance act BIGkids
and a Santander
ad featuring Lewis
Hamilton.

...to the Olympic Games. Last
year, Event Management student
Sophie Heath was picked from
50,000 UK applicants to be part of
the ceremony operations team at
the London Olympics.

...to the phone in every
fresher’s pocket.
Former students
James Stanley and
Russell Hunt formed
App Haus to produce
web and mobile
applications – and their
first success was the
official Staffordshire
University Student
Experience app.

...to promotion in the Football
League. More than half of the 92
clubs in the top four divisions of
English football have Staffordshire
Sports Journalism graduates
working in their backroom teams
– including three in clubs that
were promoted to League One last
season.

speaker at the Finals
Day in July. He says:
“It gives students
the opportunity to
test themselves
on a national level
and businesses the
chance to support
the next generation
of budding
entrepreneurs.”
Ben and Michael
are founders of
Youth Enterprise
CIC, the community
interest company
that’s overseeing
the awards. Michael
says: “We’ve always aimed high,
and giving students the opportunity
to be involved in a Q&A with Lord
Sugar is a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity. We have received
some great feedback already about
the challenge.”
:: www.nationalenterprise
challenge.co.uk

LEARNING TO GO GREEN

brief, then had to formulate their ideas
while ascending and pitch them to
competition judges at the summit.
Co-organiser Ollie Gratter says:
“We chose one of the harder routes
and it took four-and-a-half hours to
get up and back. But it’ll have proved to
the industry that we’re willing to go the
extra mile and see challenging projects
through to the end – even when they’re
outside our comfort zone!”

...to the other side of the world.
After completing the two-year
fast-track degree in Business
Management and helping set
up the UK subsidiary of a global
licensing organisation, Heather
Marston was offered her dream
job with the company in Sydney.

Come to Staffordshire and
you’ll be studying at one of
Britain’s top 20 greenest
universities, according to
an independent survey.
The People and Planet
Green League 2013 ranked
the University 16th out
of 143 higher-education
institutions – a rise of 15
places over its performance
last year.
It was one of only 43
universities to receive a
“First class degree”. Every
year, the League judges
the environmental and
ethical performance of all
universities, awarding Firsts
to the greenest and Fails
to those doing the least to
address their environmental
impact.
Staffordshire’s rise up
the rankings comes after
a number of innovations,
including the introduction
of an ethical investment
policy and a sustainable
food agenda, plus a switch
to a 100% renewable energy
provider for electricity. The
University also enrolled the
help of 50 Film students to
act as eco-champions and
encourage lower energy
consumption.
:: peopleandplanet.org/
greenleague

...to the depths of Hell.
Staffordshire graduates Alex
Byrom and Ben Burns, aka
Falchion Games, are developing
Go to Hell, Dave, a retro-styled
computer game that has already
gained much publicity for its
“classic, surreal British humour”.

a degree of originality
Why follow the crowd?
Staffordshire University
is renowned for
innovative and sometimes
unconventional degree
courses that open the door
to interesting careers.
Here, three students
talk about experiences
that range from drawing
cartoon characters to
drawing conclusions from
crime scenes.

JACK BAKER, 19, from Wantage is a
student on the BA(Hons) in Cartoon
and Comic Arts

T

here are few university courses
that have their very own superhero
for a mascot. But Captain Staffs –
pictured above with Jack – makes an
appropriate emblem for the Cartoon and
Comic Arts degree.
The course aims to provide talented young
artists with all the skills and knowledge
they need for a successful career in visual
storytelling. Now in its third year, it remains
the only one of its kind in Britain.
For Jack, deciding to apply was a no-brainer.
“I’ve always loved comics,” he says. “I didn’t
think there was anywhere that did a comics
degree. In the past, you’ve always had to go
into illustration, graphics or animation to
get somewhere in the field. And it’s really
something to be part of a totally new course,
with nothing else in the country like it.”

The style of tuition on the course is very
hands-on, with most work taking place in the
studio. There’s also plenty of opportunity for
students to gain advice from guest lecturers
– professional artists at the top of their field.
“That’s been a highlight,” says Jack. “They’ve
included people who have worked for Panini
and Marvel Comics, and they’ve given us
some valuable insights into the craft and the
industry.”
A great part of the degree’s attraction is
the chance to work with other students who
are just as fanatical about comics. He says:
“When I was at school and college, there
wasn’t anyone else interested in drawing
comics, so no one could give me good
feedback or a genuine critique.
“Here, we’re always asking each others’
opinions and working together. We’ve done a
few group comics, including a 24-hour comic

marathon. That was fun, but exhausting!”
As well as producing comic art, the students
gain experience in promoting and marketing
it, both on campus (notably in the “pop-up
comic shop” at the annual Staffordshire
University Fringe Festival) and at comic
conventions. “We’re always at it, whether it’s
part of the course or not. We’ll always take
that extra step to get our art out there,”
he says.
And with an increasing demand for cartoon
art in print, on screen and online, the
employment prospects for Jack and his
group are better than ever. His own plans are
open-ended: “Ideally I’d like to go into inking,
preferably for an organisation like Marvel
or DC. But there’s a lot you can do with this
degree – everything from film storyboarding
to games design.”

a degree of
originality

W
KAYLEIGH SHEPPARD, 21, from
Brighton has just completed the
BSc(Hons) in Forensic Science

hen choosing a
degree, the chance
to learn about body
decomposition, view
reconstructions of murder
scenes and crawl about on floors
to retrieve tiny fibres of evidence
will not be on everyone’s wish
list. But for Forensic Science
students, these are all part of the
learning process.
“It’s not to everyone’s taste, but
I love it,” says Kayleigh. “I’ve
always enjoyed science and been
a problem-solving kind of person.
The course proved to be perfect
for that.”
When she was researching
university courses, Forensic
Science leapt out at her as a
course likely to suit her interests.
“My mother always told me to
study what I enjoyed,” she says.
“So I looked at what I could go
into and saw Forensic Science
in the Staffordshire University
prospectus.
“From that point, I had my heart
set on it and decided to apply.
What Staffs offered, with facilities
like the Crime Scene House,
seemed to be better than the other
unis offering the course.”
The first year of the course is
mostly based in the classroom,
providing a solid underpinning for
the more practical elements in the

second and third years – including
extensive laboratory work and
exercises in the Crime Scene
House.
Situated on the Stoke campus, this
normal-looking terraced house is
actually a state-of-the-art facility,
monitored throughout by CCTV,
where crimes can be staged as
realistically as possible.
“Going in there was an exciting
experience,” says Kayleigh. “In
the second year, we just had to
deal with fake blood and evidence
gathering. But in the third year,
they use actors as ‘bodies’.
Though we knew they’d be there, it
was a bit of a shock when we went
in. It’s very, very realistic.”
Kayleigh hopes to find a job in
forensic biology, specialising in
work with DNA and body fluids.
This interest was reflected in
her final project, which looked
at the effect of wrapping on body
decomposition. “I turned my
findings into a poster, and I’ve
been to conferences to show off
my research to other students and
potential employers,” she says.
“Our lecturers have always
inspired us to do things outside
the university. At the conferences
I’ve been able to network with
employers and do everything to
ensure I end up with a good job in
the field.”

OLIVER COOKE, 25, from Stoke has recently graduated
from the BSc(Hons) in Computer Games Design

B

efore coming to
Staffordshire University,
Oliver worked in a
computer games retailer.
He had a growing curiosity about
how the titles were written and
produced, and decided that
gaining a university degree would
be the best way of breaking into
the industry.
“A few people told me that Staffs
had a really good computing
degree,” he says. “I looked into
it further, and found that there
was a whole host of different
games courses available at the
university.”
He chose to apply for the BSc in
Computer Games Design, and
to take up the option of a yearlong placement in the industry.
“The course lived up to my
expectations 110 per cent,” he
says. “I’ve had the chance to learn
about everything I’d need to do
in computer games production.
It’s a broad introduction, but by
the second or third year you’ve
got an idea of how you want to
specialise.”
For Oliver, it was motion capture
and animation that proved the
most interesting part of the
degree. His final-year project was
in this area, and since completing
the course he has received several
summer-job offers from motioncapture studios.

“I always had good feedback from
my motion-capture work,” he says.
“It was very rewarding to put a
lot of hard effort into something
I’d started to enjoy, and have it
recognised. Hearing the positive
response, I thought, maybe this is
what I want to do as a career.”
A great strength of the computer
games courses at Staffordshire is
the many extracurricular activities
connected with the subject. Every
year, students take part in the
Global Game Jam, an event in
which teams across the world
attempt to put together a game in
48 hours.
“I’ve done it every year I’ve been
here,” says Oliver, “and last time,
I helped organise it with one of the
lecturers. It’s great fun and you
meet interesting people – but it
does require minimal sleep and a
lot of energy drinks!”
And just as intensive is the annual
Boot Camp, in which students
from various departments and
year groups at the university come
together for a week of writing a
game. “This year I was in charge
of animation,” he says. “It’s a
good opportunity to function as a
team. When we’re there, we treat
it like a work day – coming in at
nine and leaving at five. It’s good
experience, as that’s what we’ll
have to do when we get a full-time
job in the industry.”
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ARE YOU HOPING TO CARRY ON WITH YOUR FAVOURITE SPORT AT STAFFORDSHIRE,
AND POTENTIALLY REPRESENT YOUR UNIVERSITY? OR DO YOU FANCY DEVELOPING
AN INTEREST IN ROBOTICS, POKER OR AMATEUR DRAMATICS? THERE ARE ALMOST
100 DIFFERENT CLUBS AND SOCIETIES YOU CAN JOIN, SO WHATEVER YOUR
INTERESTS, YOU’LL FIND LOTS OF PEOPLE WHO SHARE YOUR ENTHUSIASM

SPORTS

you’re part of the union
What has more than 16,000
members and is devoted
to providing you with the
best possible student
experience? Clue: come to
Staffordshire University
and you’ll find you’re
already part of it...

Whether your sport is practised indoors or outdoors, on land or in the water,
and involves racquets, bats, cues or even swords, you’ll find it at Staffordshire
University. Some popular ones, such as football, rugby and netball, have
separate clubs at Stoke and Stafford; other clubs straddle both sites. And expect
to find some sports you probably haven’t tried before: how about cheerleading,
Airsoft or ultimate Frisbee? You’ll never know until you give them a go!
Staffordshire University is a member of British Universities & Colleges Sport
(BUCS) which organises regular competition between institutions. At the
moment, the University has 32 teams competing in weekly league fixtures and
knockout tournaments with other universities in the Midlands.
The highlight of the sporting calendar is Varsity, when Staffordshire University
takes on the only other university in the county, Keele. Teams and individuals
compete in 12 sports including football, cricket, lacrosse and swimming, and
there’s always a large (and vocal) contingent of supporters present to cheer
their heroes on.
If you want a more informal experience, look out for Active Uni. This programme
caters for students who want to take up sport at a more recreational level,
without committing to regular training sessions. It includes friendly give-it-ago sessions in a number of sports, which can be played on lunch breaks and
between lectures, as well as on evenings and weekends.

When you arrive at Staffordshire University, look out for the
purple people. Every year, a small army of Students’ Union
Welcome Reps is recruited to support the new freshers. You
can identify them by their bright purple shirts – not a fashion
statement, but a way of making sure they’re easy to spot.
They’ll answer your questions, show you around campus and do
anything else they can to make your first week go as smoothly
as possible.
Being greeted by the Welcome Reps may be your first
interaction with the Students’ Union, but it won’t be your last.
It has an impact on almost every aspect of student life...

SOCIETIES

The University supports a large number of clubs and societies. Some
represent academic interests, such as the Advocacy Society for those
interested in law, or the group devoted to Forensic and Crime Science.
Others are for fans of gaming (such as trading cards, role-playing or
video games) or arts and music enthusiasts.
Cultural and religious groups include the African Caribbean Society
and Christian Unions at both campuses. There are also societies for
campaigning and raising awareness such as the LGBT (lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender) Society and the Mature Students’ Network –
plus clubs for such diverse interests as robotics, poker, politics and
extreme gardening (whatever that is).
As at almost every university, RAG is one of the most popular societies,
raising money in fun and imaginative ways for a host of worthy causes.

>>The Students’ Union is a democratic organisation, run by
officers you elect, and is a registered charity. It represents your
views and concerns, and campaigns on the issues that matter
to you. It’s affiliated to the National Union of Students (NUS)
entitling you to all its benefits.
>>It runs friendly, good-value bar and food venues in Stoke and
Stafford, including Legends and the Lounge, the Leek Road
Venue (LRV) and Verve, Ember Lounge and the Squeeze Box.
>>A range of advice services are run by the Students’ Union. The
Student Advice Centre can offer confidential, impartial advice
on a variety of topics. The Union also oversees elected Student
Academic Representatives (STARs) who liaise between students
and academic staff, and the Money Doctors for financial advice.
The University also runs the Cop Shop, offering guidance from
community police officers.”
>>It’s part of the Union’s mission to help students interact
through sport, societies and other recreational activities. It also
encourages volunteering, keeping an interactive register of
opportunities on the Students’ Union website.

MEDIA

You’ll know from your prospectus
that Staffordshire University
enjoys great success in preparing
students for a career in the media.
But whether or not that’s your
goal, you can gain a lot of fun and
satisfaction by getting involved in
student media while you’re here.
There are three main student media outlets. One Media
Group (OMG) produces radio, TV and online content, and
is supported by the Union, the University and the Student
Radio Association. Staffs Live is a University-based
news website, originally set up by Journalism staff and
students. Staffs TV is the Union’s television channel,
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Word up: Andrew Hall with his
exhibit, A World Without Gravity.
Bottom and right, some highlights
of Show and Tell

it’s showtime!
Producing excellent
coursework is just one
part of your Staffordshire
degree. At shows such as
GradEX or Show and Tell,
Staffordshire students
showcase their projects
to friends, parents and
the local community –
plus potential employers.
Here, they tell us about
their achievments.

SHOW AND TELL

Each year, Show and Tell provides a public showcase for Art
and Design students in Stoke-on-Trent. It runs for a whole
week in June and features the work of more than 300 final-year
undergraduates. Their subject areas range from fine art and
photojournalism to film production and visual FX, reflecting the
diversity of courses on offer at the University.
For visitors, it’s an exhilarating lucky dip. This year’s exhibits
included everything from fine ceramics in the classic Stoke
tradition to designs for posters, book covers and shopping bags, as
well as innovative pieces of installation art.
This year, as with most years, a number of students were
successful in national and international design competitions.
Staffordshire’s tally of prizes included wins and commendations
in the MPA Roses Student Creativity Awards, plus recognition in
contests run by the Young Creatives Network and the Worshipful
Company of Clockmakers.

“We exhibit the work of our students
with pride,” says Dr Astrid Herhoffer,
Dean of the Faculty of Arts and
Creative Technologies. “It has
been created in close liaison with
industry experts, and with the aim
of developing skills that will make
our graduates successful artists and
designers once they have left the safe
haven of the University.
“This year’s show demonstrates a
tremendous level of creativity. The
work on display is evidence of our
students’ ability to generate innovative
ideas and to manifest them through
thought into reality. This process
has involved original thinking and
producing, the discovery of new ideas
and concepts and creative problem
solving.”
>>One of the most striking exhibits at
Show and Tell was A World Without
Gravity, an installation created by
Andrew Hall from the BA (Hons) in
Graphic Design. The artwork, featuring
a book with its type floating eerily off
the pages, was adopted as the main
publicity picture for the exhibition’s
print and online brochures.
Although the concept looks beautifully
elegant in execution, preparing it
demanded a lot of hard work. “I
could see it quite clearly in my mind,
and knew the impact it could have
in my degree show,” says Andrew.
“However, I didn’t know the difficulty
that the idea would cause me. I don’t
often do things the easy way, and
this was another project in which I’d
stretch myself to the limits.
“It was probably the hardest fortnight
I have spent at University in order
to get it finished but one that was
worthwhile. I have a new-found
respect for all installation artists!”

it’s showtime!

Take a bow: Daniel Beckford was
signed up by a greetings-card
company. Below, design talent at
Show and Tell

Cleared for take-off: Matthew
Vincelli won an award for his
aircraft design concept

GRADEX

>>Another highlight of the show was the
selection of colourful bow ties and rugs
produced by Daniel Beckford, a student
on the BA (Hons) Surface Pattern Design
degree. He says: “I’ve always been doing
fine art and was interested in taking that
through to other products. I’d eventually
like to do fashion and interiors – more
high-end stuff.”
On top of the buzz that his work generated
at Show and Tell, Daniel had his talent
recognised by the greeting-card company
Paper Rose. His design for a Father’s
Day card is to be produced for sale in
supermarkets, and the firm has offered
him valuable placement experience in its
design studio.
On his post-graduation plans, he says: “I’m
going into teaching in September for some
work experience. I’d also like to inspire a
younger generation and to tell them you
can do anything you want to do if you keep
focused.”

Final-year students in the Faculty of
Computing, Engineering and Sciences
have their own set of exhibitions each May,
entitled GradEX.
The event includes separate exhibitions
in Stoke-on-Trent and Stafford, and is
sponsored by a range of employers and
professional organisations. Student projects
are assessed by a distinguished panel of
outside judges, who award prizes to the best
of the best.
“GradEX has become a well established
event in the University’s calendar,” says Prof
Hastings McKenzie, Dean of Computing,
Engineering and Sciences. “The exhibition
offers our students a chance to explain
their work to others, and as such it plays
an important and formative role in their
development.
“Key to GradEX’s success is the involvement
of employers, and every year the personal
interactions that take place between
our students and key industry figures
result in genuine job offers and career
opportunities.”
>>Among this year’s prizewinners
was Fraser Parr, a BSc (Hons) Music
Technology student who used a classic rock
track to investigate the differences between
different styles of recording. “I produced two
versions of the Dire Straits track Sultans
of Swing, one analogue and one digital.
We made them as close as possible to the
original, with the music played by me and
friends from across the course,” he says.
“I did a survey on how the two versions
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sounded. A lot of people
liked the analogue
recording more, but said
that the digital one was also
commercially acceptable. So
the project showed that you
don’t need to go down the
expensive analogue route to
get a commercial sound.
“And at GradEX, I got to play
both versions to the judge –
a producer and composer who had worked
with Robbie Williams. He was impressed,
and liked the way they’d been mixed. Now
I’m aiming to get a job as a studio engineer
in Britain or the States, and I’ve had a few
interviews from places in LA.”
Vincelli a student on the
>>Matthew Vincelli,
BSc (Hons) in International Aeronautical
Technology, won a second prize in the
engineering and design category. “Using
today’s resources and technology, I
designed a concept for a supersonic largecapacity airliner that is eco-friendly and
fuel-efficient for long-haul flight,” he says.
“I created a 3D model of the concept, and
aerodynamically tested it to analyse its
efficiency during various stages of flight.”
GradEX was just one of the employmentoriented aspects of the Staffordshire course
that attracted Matthew to the University. “It
offered a unique and interesting course. The
tutors were always willing to help, in and
out of university time, and the facilities –
including hardware and necessary software
– were never left to get out of date.
“A huge benefit of taking the course
was the placement – I spent 12 months
at Eurocopter GmbH in Munich as a
systems testing engineer. It increased my
confidence and ability to work in a team, in
a professional environment. It also gave me
the freedom of my own place and income.
After graduation I plan to explore the
various aerospace industry job opportunities
all over the world.”

Swing when you’re winning: Fraser Parr based his
GradEX research on a classic Dire Straits rock track

Driving force: Andrew Smith with
three-time Formula 1 champion
Sebastian Vettel, left

pole position for a
promising career
Studying at Staffordshire
will give you an excellent
grounding in your subject.
But it’s not all academic
– you’ll also leave with an
understanding of the real
world and the ability to
make an immediate impact
in the job market, whether
it’s in Formula 1 or digital
security. We catch up with
two high-flying graduates.

A testing role: Hannah Sharp’s
job involves trying to break in to
computer systems

ANDREW SMITH, 26 from Cleethorpes

HANNAH SHARP, 23 from London

Degree: Foundation Degree in Motorsport Technology,
topped up to BSc (Hons) Automotive Technology
Year of graduation: 2011
Job: Series lead engineer for body structures at McLaren
Automotive

Degree: BSc (Hons) Digital Forensics
Year of graduation: 2013
Job: Offered position as ethical hacker
at Hedgehog Security

Why did you choose Staffordshire University and
Motorsport Technology?
I was very late in making up my mind to go to university – I
only made the decision six weeks before the start of term!
But I liked the look of the Staffs course, more than any of
the others I’d heard about. I chose the foundation degree
because I wasn’t sure whether I would enjoy university
or cope with the level of work. If I didn’t like it, I’d be able
to leave after 18 months with a qualification. But I soon
realised I was managing the work really well, and knew I
wanted to do the BSc.
What did you make of the learning experience – was it in
line with your expectations?
I was soon enjoying university life, and met some good
friends. I’d expected far larger, more impersonal teaching
– When I pictured university, I’d imagined the sort of lecture
halls you see on TV programmes from the States, packed
with 100 or 150 people. In reality it was far more classroom
based, with smaller groups and a close relationship with
our tutors.
What parts of your degree did you find the most
rewarding?
I’m a practical person. Theory is OK but I really enjoyed the
time spent in labs, doing CAD (computer aided design) work
and making different things – there was a great module
on CAD and rapid prototyping. Then there were my work
placements: one with James Watt Automotive, a Le Mans
GT2 race team, and then with the Red Bull Formula 1 team.
That was quite an education.
Staffordshire University prides itself on giving students a
head start in the job market. Was this the case?
Definitely. One of the benefits is that there are a lot of
lecturers who have experience in the industry, and they
can pass this knowledge on to you. They can teach you the
theory, then back it up by saying: “This is how I used these
calculations, to overcome this problem.” That’s something
that you wouldn’t get from an academic.
The course must
have worked,
because I got my
job with McLaren
before I’d even left
university. I left
Stafford the day
after my last exam,
moved to Surrey
over the Bank
Holiday weekend
and turned up
for work on the
Tuesday!

Why did you choose Staffordshire University and Digital
Forensics?
I’d heard that Staffs was one of the best universities in the
country for computing, and this is what I’d always wanted to
study. I was first accepted to do computer networks, but the
day after I arrived I started talking to another girl who was
doing Digital Forensics. It sounded really fascinating and I
wished I’d chosen it. Luckily, I could change course.
What did you make of the learning experience – was it in
line with your expectations?
I didn’t know much about forensics, so I didn’t know what
to expect. In a nutshell, if the police seize a computer from
a suspected criminal, they’d pass it to someone like me
to search through it and find evidence of crimes. So in
tutorials, we’d have practical exercises where we were given
“seized” hard drives to look at, or mobile phones that we
had to examine with forensic software.
What parts of your degree did you find the most
rewarding?
There was one module in particular called “Ethical Hacking”
that I loved: computer security is closely linked to digital
forensics. Then I did my project on gathering evidence from
MMO (massive multi-player online) games such as World
of Warcraft. I looked at how you could gather this material
from computers that had been used to play the games, and
developed a program to help with the acquisition of the
evidence. It won a third prize at the GradEX show.
Staffordshire University prides itself on giving students a
head start in the job market. Was this the case?
Yes, the university did a lot in terms of putting students in
touch with potential employers. The CEO of the company
I’m going to work for was invited over to judge the projects
at GradEX. That put me in contact with him, and I ended up
getting offered a job in ethical hacking. I’ll be trained up for
six months, and then I’ll be going out to companies that hire
us to try to break into their systems. They can then identify
vulnerabilities in their security and patch them up.
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home sweet home
Moving in to halls or
a student house is a
liberating experience.
here are some
expert hints on living
harmoniously in shared
accommodation with
your new housemates.

How to avoid Hell’s
kitcHen

The kitchen is the social heart
of your new home. It’s where
you’ll swap gossip over breakfast,
gather before going out on
the town, and set the world to
rights over heated late-night
discussions. But it’s also a
flashpoint for conflict – and a
pilfered packet of ham has been
known to spark off CSI-style
investigations.
Cleanliness is the biggest
bugbear. A cleaning service isn’t
included in your licence fee –
you’re responsible for keeping
communal areas clean, including
the kitchen. If you make a mess,
someone has to clear it up – so if
you don’t want to play scissorspaper-stone each time, drawing
up a rota is a wise idea!

Unless you’re planning to stay
in the parental home, chances
are that you’ll be in university
accommodation for your first
year. In most cases, you’ll be in
halls of residence, where you’ll
have a private study-bedroom
and share kitchen facilities
with a number of other
students. So by default, it’s a
social – and with luck, sociable
– experience.
Living in halls is a great
introduction to student life.
All accommodation at Stoke
and Stafford is within a few
minutes’ walk of university
buildings, the Union and most
other facilities, so you’ll never
be isolated. All the housing is
well maintained, secure and
reasonably priced, with bills
and basic contents insurance
included.
Housemates also come as
standard, and you’ll most
likely be sharing with people
with a variety of different
backgrounds and outlooks on
life. Getting on with your fellow
freshers is the key to a happy
home, and here are some
things to bear in mind:
:: Don’t feel that the first
housemate you meet has
to be marked down as your
best friend. There are around
17,000 undergraduates at

Staffordshire University – so
take time to meet people, and
friendships will develop at
their own pace.
:: Take security seriously.
Though crime on campus is
very rare, you won’t be Mr
or Ms Popular if you let a
stranger into the block or leave
a door open, and someone’s
possessions end up getting
lifted. Read the advice offered
by the University and follow it.
:: Noise annoys – particularly
at 3am, when not everyone
will want to relive the night’s
clubbing with some choice
tunes. Be considerate,
especially after dark and
when your neighbours are
studying in their rooms.
:: Respect other people’s
privacy. You may get on
brilliantly with your neighbours,
and looking out for each other
is the best form of social
support. But everyone needs
some space and quiet time to
themselves.
:: You won’t get on with
everyone – that’s just human
nature. But never turn a
small personal niggle into an
entrenched war by plastering
it all over social media. Once
you put something online,
it’s in the public domain and
impossible to take back!

accommodation at
StaffordSHire UniverSity

The University manages a range of
housing on the two main campuses.
At Stoke, there are three types of
accommodation:
:: The Leek Road Halls are traditional
corridor-based halls of residence, with
shared kitchen and bathroom facilities
in blocks of 12-14 students.
:: Also on campus are the Leek Road
Houses, in which six residents share
kitchen and bathroom facilities.
:: Across the Trent is Clarice Cliff
Court. Residents have their own
shower and WC and share kitchens in
flats of four to six people.
At Stafford, the University has two
accommodation complexes:
:: Stafford Court has both ensuite
rooms and standard study-bedrooms
with shared bathroom facilities.
They’re grouped in flats of three to
seven residents.
:: Yarlet is a traditional corridor-based
hall of residence, with groups of 17
students sharing facilities.
Across both campuses there’s
a limited amount of single-sex
accommodation available, as well
as rooms suitable for students with
disabilities. All accommodation is selfcatering, but you can pre-purchase
meal plans for use at catering outlets
on campus.
All rooms have complimentary VoIP,
IPTV and Wi-Fi internet access with
speeds of up to 20Mbps. You can pay a
supplement for a faster connection –
ideal if you do a lot of downloading or
online gaming.
For more information, see
www.staffs.ac.uk/accommodation.

How to apply

As you’ll probably know by now,
you can apply for accommodation
as soon as you receive an offer of a
place at the University. Rooms are
allocated on a first come, first serve
basis so it’s important to send in
your application as soon as possible.
Priority is given to first-year students
and those who make Staffordshire
their first choice.
Once you’ve firmly accepted an
unconditional offer – normally after
you’ve received your A-level results
– you’ll get an email notification
with your offer of accommodation.
A pre-payment of £250 is
required on acceptance
of this offer.
Alternatively, you
can pay the whole
balance at this point
and receive a 5%
discount.

private
accommodation

If you need accommodation in
the private sector, the University
maintains a list of registered
landlords and properties. See
www.staffordshirestudentpad.co.uk.
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Stoke-on-trent

it’s not all work, work, work
When you’ve been to your
final seminar, closed
your books and logged
off your computer for
the day, it’s time to make
plans for the evening
or the weekend. And at
Staffordshire University,
there’s no shortage of
options to consider.

Going out is as much a part of the student experience as
attending lectures. And when it comes to maintaining a healthy
social life, there are three great advantages to being at
Staffordshire University.
Firstly, there’s a lot to do. Whether your taste is for hearing upand-coming bands in small cellar venues, getting all glammed up
and dancing the night away, or talking politics in a quiet corner of
a café, you’ll soon settle on some favourite places to go. There’s a
healthy arts, music and theatre scene, plus cinemas in Stoke and
Stafford.
Secondly, prices are very reasonable in both places, on and off the
campus. The Students’ Union venues keep food and drink prices
low, and a student ID will entitle you to all manner of discounts in
town. But beyond this, Staffordshire simply isn’t an expensive part
of the country in which to live.
The final advantage is the very good transport links. Regular,
late-running bus services link the two campuses, and taxis are
good value (especially if you’re used to London or Home Counties
rates). It’s easy to get further afield, with main-line railway
stations in both Stoke and Stafford.
During Welcome Week, there’ll be plenty of opportunity to check
out your surroundings. But it’s worth making a start by scouting
out what’s available on campus...

Ember Lounge is the main Students’ Union venue for food and
drink. Morning, noon and night, you’ll find it’s at the centre
of campus life: you can nip in for a coffee between lectures,
choose lunch from the extensive menu and meet there to start
the evening with a round of drinks. Ember Lounge has two of
the biggest projection screens in Staffordshire, on which major
sports fixtures are shown, and there’s a packed calendar of
evening events including karaoke and quiz nights.
Just across campus is LRV (Leek Road Venue). With a capacity
of 1,550, it’s the Students’ Union’s biggest space. Gobble, which
kicks off at 9pm each Wednesday, is the best-attended club
night – though Super Friday runs it a close second. Connected to
LRV is Verve, Stoke’s newest venue. By day it offers milkshakes,
freshly made subs and pizzas from an authentic pizza oven; by
night, it serves as a chill-out area for LRV.
There are some good student-friendly bars and venues close to
the campus, plus a clutch of restaurants and take-aways. But
the biggest concentration of nightlife is at Hanley, the liveliest
of the six towns that make up Stoke-on-Trent. Monday and
Tuesday are the main student nights, when you’ll be able to join
a steady stream of night-owls heading for the main strip around
Brunswick and Trinity Streets – all the nationwide chains are
found here, and offer significant student discounts.
The nightlife of Newcastle-under-Lyme is worth exploring
(particularly if you want to meet counterparts from
Staffordshire’s other university, who colonise the place in great
number). The town has recently changed its student night from
Wednesday to Thursday, and there’s a choice of restaurants
to rival Hanley. Burslem is quieter, but boasts some good
independent venues that put on live music or niche club nights.

Stafford

GoinG oUt
tamSine
danielS, 24

is studying stopmotion animation
I don’t live on campus, but I’ll
still go to the Ember Lounge and
sometimes the LRV. Earlier on, you
get a good crowd in the Ember. It’s
always full but it’s not too rowdy.
At the LRV, I’ve gone to Gobble on
a Wednesday night and the fancydress parties – at the Christmas
one, I was even persuaded to dress
up as an elf!
The streets off Leek Road (near
the Stoke campus) are good for
going out. We sometimes go to
the Graduate, a pub not far from
the Union, and there are a load of
little food joints that are open for
late-night munchies. It’s on your
doorstep, so it saves on spending
money on taxis to and from Hanley.

If you’re coming to the Beaconside (Stafford) campus this
autumn, you can mark yourself down as a fortunate fresher. The
Lounge and Legends, the two venues run by the Students’ Union,
have just been treated to a £150,000 facelift – and you’ll be the
first people to enjoy the benefits.
The Lounge is a stylish and popular place that offers food and
drinks throughout the day and evening. The refurbishment will
see new furniture, flooring and lighting installed, plus a massive
five-metre HD projector screen for watching TV programmes,
films and sport. Next door to The Lounge is the Other Room, a
quieter space where you can relax or challenge your friends at
pool, air hockey or a number of video games (now also on a big
screen).
Legends, the club on the Stafford campus, is best known for
Mukky Duck – the name of a themed night each Friday, and
the 8ft fuzzy bird who hosts it! Past events have included toga,
superhero and pyjama parties, and there are always games on
stage with audience participation, as well as prize giveaways.
Stafford itself has an energetic range of nightlife for a town of
its size. There’s a good selection of music venues, late bars and
clubs – including Couture, a large complex with three dance
floors.
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GOING OUT

GOING OUT

CRAIG SMITH, 21
IS STUDYING BUSINESS
MANAGEMENT
In my three years
at Staffs Uni,
I’ve made many friends from
watching football at Ember
Lounge on the weekend, or
recognising people at Hanley
on a Monday night or Gobble on
Wednesday at the LRV.
There’s a lot to do here. I’ve
enjoyed going to Couture, a
club in Stafford that has a big
night on Tuesday. And I’ve often
got student tickets to Britannia
Stadium to see Stoke City play.
Stoke is a great location.
Hanley is in walking distance,
Newcastle-under-Lyme is
a short taxi ride away and
Manchester and Birmingham
are less than an hour by train.
There have been organised
nights out to Wolverhampton
and Liverpool – and if you
get bored with all that,
WaterWorld and Alton
Towers are close by.

MADELINE
PARSONS, 26
IS STUDYING FINE
ART PHILOSOPHY
If I’m with a group of friends,
we’ll go up to Hanley. We like
going to Reflex or Sugar Mill,
and occasionally Walkabout.
A lot of people like to go on to
Liquid, the biggest club, but
it’s not a place that appeals
to me.
Alternatively, I’ll head to
Burslem. There’s a little
venue there that does arts
events, live nights and gigs – it
was started by some people
who were students at Staffs.
There’s something on there
every week, and it’s a mixed
bag. You get small bands that
are just starting out, as well as
ones with more of a following.

CULTURAL ATTRACTIONS

FURTHER AFIELD

There’s a lot going on within an hour of the
University’s campuses. On the second-from-last
weekend of August each year, the V Festival takes
place in Weston Park, South Staffordshire, and
it always attracts a strong contingent from the
University.
Stoke and Stafford are well placed for trips to
Birmingham and Manchester, with rail services
getting to both places in around 40-50 minutes.
Liverpool is easily reached in under an hour from
Stafford, though getting there from Stoke requires
a change of train. So whichever campus is your
base, all of the Midlands’ premier exhibition spaces,
concert halls and arts venues are within easy reach.

Of course, there’s more to evenings than just going out and socialising.
If you’re a movie buff or fancy catching the latest blockbusters, you’ll
have a number of choices. The Stoke campus is the site of Stoke-onTrent Film Theatre (though it’s fully independent of the university and
open to the public) which specialises in independent, arthouse and world
cinema. There are also multiplexes in Newcastle-under Lyme and Hanley.
Stafford has the eight-screen Apollo cinema, which is thriving under new
ownership.
As for theatre, the Regent in Stoke is where to find the big touring shows,
featuring the tunes everyone can hum. Local talent is on show at the
Repertory Theatre, 200m from the University on Leek Road, and Burslem’s
Queens Theatre. Newcastle-under-Lyme’s New Vic is a community theatre
that presents shows “in the round” – with the audience surrounding
the stage on all sides – and the Mitchell Arts Theatre presents a varied
programme of theatre, film, music and dance. Stafford’s top venue is the
Gatehouse Theatre, whose comedy nights have a good student following.
A lot of the most interesting arts and music events take place in small
fringe venues both on and off campus, from municipal halls to back rooms
in a pub. It’s always worth keeping an eye on the local press and student
media for details – or failing that, putting on your own event!

SO WHAT ELSE IS
ON OFFER?
:: Two of the UK’s
biggest theme parks,
Alton Towers and
Drayton Manor, plus
Waterworld aqua park
:: About 150km of off
off-road cycle tracks
in Stoke alone
:: Two National Parks,
Peak District and
Cannock Chase
:: One Premier League
football team, Stoke
City, and two other
teams
:: Three ski and
snowboarding slopes
:: Around 30 heritage
sites including
castles, stately homes
and formal gardens
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SET A BUDGET – AND STICK TO IT

The principle of budgeting couldn’t be simpler. If the cash you
spend is less than the cash you have coming in, you’re on track; if
not, you’re not. But if you don’t keep tabs on these figures, you’ll
have no way of knowing how you’re doing until the cash machine
delivers you a nasty shock on a receipt slip.
You don’t need a sophisticated system to manage your accounts.
A page on an Excel spreadsheet or even a page of lined paper
will do. Use one column for the term’s total income: loans,
grants, earnings from part-time work and any contributions from
the bank of mum and dad. Opposite this, tot up all your fixed
outgoings: rent, bills, insurance, regular travel and so on. What
you have left when you subtract outgoings from income is your
spending budget for the term. Try not to exceed it.
The interactive budget planner on the Money Doctors website can
help with budgeting. It includes a “help me with this” tool that will
estimate your likely expenditure, based on your circumstances
(eg whether you’re in halls, renting privately or living at home).
It’ll give you a rough idea of your everyday living costs and you
can use it now, even before you come to Staffordshire University.
See www.staffsunion.com/advice/moneydoctors/moneygoes/
Don’t be put off by fellow freshers who take a more casual
approach: they’re the ones who are likely to be scrounging a pint
from you at the end of term.

BE CAREFUL WITH CREDIT

look after the pennies...
...and the pounds may
not quite look after
themselves, but your life
at university will be a lot
less stressful. Here are
some budgetary basics
from the the Union’s
Money Doctors to help
you stay on top of your
finances.

SHOP AROUND FOR THE BEST BANK ACCOUNT

You can open a student account as soon as you have a
confirmation letter from UCAS to say you’ve been accepted on
a course. You’ll also need ID and proof of address, unless you
already have an account with the bank. There’s no reason to stay
with your current bank, though. Take time to compare the different
offerings on the high street (comparison sites such as
www.moneysavingexpert.com can help with this).
Banks offer a wide range of freebies and perks to draw you in –
after all, they’re hoping to keep your custom for the next 50 years
or more. But the first thing you should look out for is a large
interest-free overdraft that remains interest-free for the longest
period after graduation.

There’s one form of credit you won’t be able to avoid: your
student loan. While you’re a student you shouldn’t worry about
this. It’s a form of lending specifically geared to your needs – the
cheapest form of borrowing, in fact, that you’re ever likely to get
– and you won’t pay it back until you’re earning above a certain
threshold (currently £21,000 a year).
Although you’ll receive an interest-free overdraft, you shouldn’t
treat this as an extension of your incoming funds. It’s the bank’s
money, not yours, and at some point you’re going to have to pay
it back. Use it as an emergency cushion only, and be very careful
not to go over your limit. Exceeding it by just a few pounds can
mean you’ll be hit by punishing bank charges.
Credit cards should be for emergency use only, or if you pay off
the balance in full each month (and never withdraw cash with
one – the handling charges are obscene). For all other forms of
borrowing such as personal loans, store cards or payday lending,
the advice is simple: don’t.

IF YOU’RE WORRIED, DON’T BOTTLE IT UP

If you do start to have concerns about your financial position,
seek assistance immediately. If you’re in danger of exceeding
your overdraft limit, see the student advisor or a personal banker
at your bank. You can get help from the University or from the
Student Union (see panel) or speak to your parents. But don’t,
under any circumstances, ignore the situation and hope it’ll go
away – a small problem can quickly snowball out of control.

HEALTHY FINANCIAL ADVICE
FROM THE MONEY DOCTORS

If you need down-to-earth, independent
advice about your finances, the Money
Doctors can help. This free service is
run by the Student Advice Centre at the
Students’ Union. It aims to ensure you
know what support you are entitled to,
and how to manage your funds wisely to
avoid financial problems.
You’ll find a wealth of information and
tips on the Money Doctors website
(www.staffsunion.com/advice/
moneydoctors). There are useful
gadgets, such as an online calculator
that will estimate your funding – use it
to make sure you’re getting everything
you’re entitled to receive
(www.staffsunion.com/advice/
moneydoctors/getmoney/). If you need
further assistance you can speak to
an advisor on the telephone, book
an appointment at Stoke or Stafford,
chat online or get advice by email
(moneydoctors@staffs.ac.uk).
You don’t need to be in difficulty with
your finances to contact the Money
Doctors. Their mission is to help every
student at Staffordshire University with
any questions about money – from
“What financial help can I get as a
student?” and “Can I get any bursaries?”
to “Can you help me with budgeting and
controlling my spending?” and “Do I
have to pay tax?”
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What if...?

>> July 25

...I’ve got a conditional offer,
but I missed the grades?

You must reply to all of your UCAS offers by this
date, or they’ll be automatically declined.

If you don’t meet the precise
conditions of your offer from the
University, it may still be possible
to admit you on your chosen course.
Contact the Admissions Office for
advice as soon as you can.
If it’s not possible to admit you, you
can look at other courses in Clearing.
If you find another course in Clearing
and decide to contact us again, do so
without delay and please remind us
that you applied to us during the first
phase.

>> late July

Offers of accommodation will be
sent out to successful applicants
from late July onwards. If you
receive an offer, you’ll be required to
accept or reject the offer within five
days – and if you want to take it up,
you’ll need to pay a deposit of £250.
Alternatively, if you want to pay the
whole balance at this stage, you’ll
get a 5% discount.

countdown to university
The run-up to the start
of term is an exciting
time, but there’s a lot to
remember – Welcome
Week will come round
quicker than you think!
Here’s a handy guide to
what you can expect and
what you need to do, both
before and after coming
to Staffordshire.

>> AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

Apply for university accommodation. You
can do this as soon as you’ve accepted an
unconditional or conditional place on a full-time
course at Staffordshire University (and received
your eight-digit Student ID number). You’re
strongly advised to do this as soon as possible if
you want to live on campus.

Open a student bank account. Usually, to be
accepted you’ll need a UCAS confirmation letter
offering either a conditional or unconditional
offer. As soon as you’ve got this, you can open an
account, allowing you extra time to make full use
of the account benefits before the start of term.
Apply for student finance immediately if you
haven’t already done so. You’ve missed the
deadlines for making sure you get the funding
by the first day of term, but this needn’t be too
much of a problem – you’ll just need to plan
for extra funds to tide you over until the money
comes through. Go online at for full details.

...I’m planning to arrive at Stoke or
Stafford by train?
The University operates a free Meet
and Greet service from both stations. If
you want someone to meet you, bring
you to the campus and find your way
round, complete the form available
online (see
www.staffs.ac.uk/welcome) and email
it to studentexperience@staffs.ac.uk.
...I’ve lost my welcome letter with my
username and password?
You can request your details
by emailing the University at
e-enrolment@staffs.ac.uk. Include
your full name, date of birth and full
title in your email.
...I don’t like the room that I’ve been
allocated?
The University will do its best to fulfil
your request. September 30 is the
earliest date that you can apply to
change rooms.

>> august 6

Results day in Scotland.

>> august 15

A-level and Advanced Diploma results day. UCAS
Clearing begins. Any applicants who apply through
Clearing will have 48 hours to refer themselves through
UCAS after receiving a verbal offer on the phone. If you
have a conditional offer from Staffordshire University
and you haven’t achieved the specified grades, you
should telephone us to find out what to do next (see
“What if..?”).

>> Before septemBer 21

Complete your first stage of enrolment before
arriving at University. This is done online
(e-enrolment) by logging on to
www.staffs.ac.uk/welcome and following the
instructions. You’ll need your username and
password, which will be on your welcome letter. You’ll
be asked to upload a photo for your student card, but
don’t worry if you can’t do this – you can send it in
instead. At the end of e-enrolment, you should print
out the confirmation certificate and remember to
bring it with you to University.

CoNtaCts

For general enquiries, contact the UCAS Customer
Service Unit on 0871 468 0468 (Monday to Friday,
8.30am-6pm). You can also email
enquiries@ucas.ac.uk for an automated response
with general information and guidance on the
UCAS procedures.
Staffordshire University’s Enquiries Team
(01782 294400) can deal with general requests,
such as information about courses. For admissions
queries, contact the University Admissions Team
on 01782 292753.
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>> September 21 - OctOber 4

WELCOME WEEK

Last chance for late applications. Late starters will
be supported to help catch up on what they have
missed. If you’re applying late, you should be aware
that you might have a considerable wait for student
funding, so think about how you will be able to stay
afloat financially until student funding arrives. The
Access to Learning Fund may be able to make a
small short-term crisis loan available, but this is not
likely to be able to cover more than basic food costs.

The aim of Welcome Week is to make you feel at
home in your new University, and ensure you make
the most of what’s on offer. It’s friendly and fun, but
it’s a packed schedule – so it’s important that you
know what is happening and plan your time so you
don’t miss out on anything.
Your School will produce a schedule of all the main
induction activities that you need to attend. But
it will also include details of all the activities that
the Students’ Union has planned, too – so all your
information is in one place.
If you’d like a sneak preview of what you can expect in
Welcome Week, see www.staffs.ac.uk/welcome.

DON’T FORGET...

:: Bring the confirmation certificate
that you’ve printed out at the end
of e-enrolment
:: Be sure to read the Step-by-Step
booklet you’ll have received with
your welcome letter
:: Arrange vaccinations: if you
haven’t been immunised for
meningitis and had two doses of
MMR, get these before arriving
:: Sort out contents insurance for
your possessions. If you’re in
University accommodation you’ll
have basic contents insurance
(covering belongings in your
room only) but you may want to
extend your cover.
:: Get a TV licence once you know
where you’ll be staying. If you’re
watching live TV, even online,
then you’ll need one.

>> September 21-22

Arrival and registration. If you’re moving
into University accommodation, you need
to arrive and register on September 21 if
you’re at the Stoke campus or September
22 if you’re at Stafford. If you’re not moving
into University accommodation, you’ll be
able to register on September 22 (10am4pm) if you’re at either campus.
You’ll need the following: a printout of
your e-enrolment confirmation certificate;
two pieces of ID (one of which must be a
passport or birth certificate); a passport
photo if you’ve not already provided one;
and your Payment Notification Certificate if
you’ve applied for a Student Loan.

>> September 23

>> September 23

The first day of term and
start of Welcome Week
(see panel, top right).

The University will register your enrolment with the
Student Loans Company which will initiate a BACS
transfer payment directly into your nominated bank/
building society account within three to four working
days of registration.
Providing you have requested a Tuition Fee Loan
from Student Finance (England, Wales, Scotland or
Northern Ireland) your tuition fees will be paid directly
by the Student Loans Company to the University
throughout the year. If you are paying your fees
directly, you should contact Staffordshire University
Finance Department where, depending on your
circumstances, you may be able to pay in instalments.

>> SEPTEMBER 30

Teaching begins. You’ll have had time to
settle in, and now it’s time to start work
towards your degree. Congratulations –
you’re a Staffordshire student!

last word:
andrew triggs hodge
One year on from his
gold medal at the
London Games, we grab
a chat with the Olympic
rower and Staffordshire
Graduate, who was
recently made an
honorary doctor of the
University.
Staffs Uni: Congratulations on
your gold medal at the London
Games last year. How did it feel
to win in front of a home crowd?
Andrew Triggs Hodge: Thank
you very much! I won a gold
medal in Beijing, but this
brought a whole new dimension
to it. To be honest with you, it
added a lot of pressure. It’s
amazing to compete in front of a
home crowd, but it adds a whole
new dynamic to competing. The
stakes are a lot higher.
SU: Since your victory, have
people started to recognise you
on the street more often?
ATH: Sometimes, yes – someone
will come up to me and shake
my hand. It’s a rarity but
it’s actually quite nice. A kid
recognised me at Westfield in
Stratford, and asked for a picture
with the gold medal. I had it in
my pocket but I didn’t want to
get it out because it would hold
up the whole shopping centre.
But he was really sweet and
asked nicely, so we went into a
corner and tried to get a photo,
but the dad was struggling to
take it. Within about 30 seconds,
someone had seen it, then
someone else, and soon a crowd
was holding up the whole of
Westfield! A security guard had
to move us all along.
SU: What made you take
up rowing at Staffordshire
University?
ATH: I fell into rowing by
accident, really. In the first
year, I played rugby; but it
was more of a social thing.

I was losing my fitness, and
wanted to do something a
bit different. I asked around
my friends to see what they
were doing, and a couple of
people recommended rowing.
I started that on a social basis
but soon it grew, and soon it
was something I was really
enjoying.
SU: How did you juggle the
training regime with the
workload of your science
degree?
ATH: Actually, when I took
up rowing, my academic side
improved. In the first year I
finished with a Third, but when
I took up rowing in the second
year, I started getting 2:1s. There
was a direct correlation between
rowing and my grades: when
I was rowing, I felt incredibly
motivated, and that motivation
reached other parts of my life. I
became more organised, and I
was better at time management.
It had a profound change on me.
SU: At what point did you
realise that you could excel at
rowing?
ATH: It was when my coach Ed
Green said that if I ever learned
how to row, I’d be all right one
day. That was after about two
years of rowing, but he
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meant it in the nicest possible
way. As a coach and captain, he
wanted to motivate me. Although
our resources were limited, the
club grew much bigger than we
thought possible, and that was
all down to him. It’s people like
him that come to mind when I
think of the 2012 legacy – the
volunteers and supporters
who fight to make their clubs
successful.
SU: Are there any episodes
from your time at Staffordshire,
on or off the water, that
particularly stick in your mind?
ATH: To this day, my fondest
memory of rowing was at
university. We were out early in
the morning on Rudyard Lake.
It was dark and frosty and the
stars were still out. The water
was still, and as we rowed out,
the sun started to rise and lit up
the frost on the trees. It was an
astonishing moment. All of us
coming down together, in that
moment, while other students
were probably still in bed nursing
hangovers. It’s hard to describe
how beautiful
it was.
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